MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD AT 7.30 P.M. ON WEDNESDAY 20th   

 MARCH 2019 AT WILMCOTE VILLAGE HALL

Present:
Cllr. Ray, Chairman, Cllr. McMillan, Cllr. Stewart, Cllr. Fraser, 

Cllr. Shilvock, Lowis, Cllr. Ledger,  two members of the public and one member of the press.
Apologies:
County Cllr. Cargill
Chairman’s Report:

Reflections on 2018/2019

This year we have continued to focus on protecting our parish ensuring that the various planning policies (National Planning Policy Framework, SDC Core Strategy, WPC Neighbourhood Plan) are met to create an environment we all enjoy.  We have kept under review our risk management (risk register) and internal control systems (standing orders), we have added some new standing orders as part of our continuing drive for improvement.    Promoting a community of openness and debate is one of our key aims and always encourage residents to attend the WPC meetings to ask questions or raise concerns directly with councillors.    We remain committed to the highest standards of public governance and best practice in all we do, following the guidance provided by the Warwickshire and West Midlands Association of Local Councils (WALC).

The Parish Council continues to help achieve a thriving community.   We have over the year made a positive difference in many areas such as continuing improvements to the children’s play area with investment in new facilities, road safety, parish emergency plan.   We are looking at a new process for community groups to apply for a grant to help them develop, this is not complete yet but we aim to implement this during 2019.   Resulting from the new data protection laws we have reviewed our data protection procedures.    

The parish Neighbourhood Development Plan is now established as part of the planning process and will help deliver the community you supported.   This is an important part of the planning process as applications continue to be an area that is complex and we strive to protect the village rural setting and character within our green belt and conservation area.  The Stratford District Council Core Strategy and our Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) together with the governments National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) govern development.     We have continued to work with the Mary Arden Farm regarding their car parking request and with the school with their safety concerns
.

Effective Communication

Effective communication within the community is important.  Our aim is to reach all residents in the Parish and to achieve this we use various methods of communication, a Parish website (www.wilmcotepc.co.uk), the Village Vine, the notice board opposite the village shop and social media.  In special circumstances a leaflet is circulated to each house in the Parish.

Effective Governance

Each councillor has an area of responsibility and I would like to thank them all for their hard work, dedication and commitment throughout the year in dealing with the increasing volume of work that the Parish Council has to manage.  Some new councillors joined the council during the year and we have a strong team with the varied range of skills and experience we need for the challenges ahead. 
Reviews from Lead Councillors: 

Planning - Cllrs Kate Shilvock, Nigel Ledger

Planning Applications:

During the year Wilmcote Parish Council has submitted recommendations to Stratford District Council regarding 23 planning applications relating to Wilmcote and Pathlow.  Response to planning applications is becoming more complex as these need to be examined against three levels of planning documents: the Governments NPPF, SDC’s Core Strategy and the Parish’s NDP.

Legal - Cllr Christian Lowis

When Wilmcote Parish Council requires legal advice it is available from Warwickshire and West Midlands Association of Local Councils (WALC).  Using WALC helps to ensure that when legal advice is required the advice is provided as cost effectively as possible. 

Standing Orders – Cllr Fraser
The Standing Orders set out the processes WPC follow in discharging its business.    A number of updates have been incorporated during the year.      
Willow Wood Play Area – Cllr Karl McMillan

We are following an investment programme to replace equipment when necessary as advised by our expert inspectors.   During the year a new roundabout has been installed at a cost of £9500.  Regular maintenance to the site and equipment are carried out in accordance with the monthly/annual inspection reports.

Road Safety Issues - Cllr Denise Massey

Work has continued with the police to establish a speed camera and a group of residents were trained in its use.    The camera has been used on 5 separate occasions along Station Road and around 100 cars were logged on each occasion.   Only one car was noted as having exceeded the speed limit, this low occurrence may be because of the advance warning (via signage) that a speed "survey" was taking place and the Camera operators wearing high vis jackets.
Parish Emergency Plan – Cllr Louise Stewart 

Following review and discussion with the local Emergency Resilience team, no further action was taken to update contents of the Emergency box. The Parish Council emergency plan was updated and approved by the Parish Council at its meeting on 21st March 2018.
The 2 defibrillator cabinets and contents are regularly reviewed by Cllr. Stewart. To note that the defibrillator pads are due to expire in July 2019 and therefore it is recommended that they are replaced in good time. 

County and District Councillors’ reports:


District Cllr. Lawton did not provide a report.



County Cllr. Cargill’s report is attached to the minutes  


of the ordinary meeting following this meeting.  

Issues of particular local importance:



No issues were raised.

Other Matters raised by an Elector of the Parish:



No matters were raised and Cllr. Ray declared 



the meeting closed at 7.55 p.m.  
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