MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD AT 7.30 P.M. ON WEDNESDAY 21st  

 MARCH 2018 AT WILMCOTE VILLAGE HALL

Present:
Cllr. Ray, Chairman, Cllr. McMillan, Cllr. Stewart, Cllr. Fraser, 

Cllr. Shilvock, Cllr. Massey, two members of the public and one member of the press.
Apologies:
Cllr. Ledger, Cllr. Lowis.
Chairman’s Report:

Reflections on 2017/2018

It has been a challenging year for Wilmcote Parish Council.  The Parish Council has an important role to play in helping achieve a thriving community.   We have over the year made a positive difference in many areas such as continuing improvements to the children’s play area, providing defibrillators, road safety, parish emergency plan, completion of the parish Neighbourhood Development Plan.

Planning applications continues to be an area that is complex to ensure compliance with all the planning policies and protecting the village rural setting and character within our green belt and conservation area.  The Stratford District Council Core Strategy and our Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) together with the governments National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) govern development.  One key principle in the NPPF is that planning should ‘be genuinely plan-led, empowering local people to shape their surroundings…’; this places a great responsibility on parish councils. 

Car parking continues to be a concern to many residents and a public meeting was held on 25th October 2017 to discuss approaches from two separate agents regarding additional car parking areas one near the station the other at Mary Arden Farm.   The latter is being progressed.

Another topic that requires the participation of the parish council is the creation of a safety zone around the school.  We have been and continue to work with the school, county council and local residents to improve the safety of parents and children.    

Effective Communication

Effective communication within the community is important.  Our aim is to reach all residents in the Parish and to achieve this we use various methods of communication, a Parish website (www.wilmcotepc.co.uk), the Village Vine, the notice board opposite the village shop and social media.  In special circumstances a leaflet is circulated to each house in the Parish, as an example this method was used during the development of the NDP.

Effective Governance

Each councillor has an area of responsibility and I would like to thank them all for their hard work, dedication and commitment throughout the year in dealing with the increasing volume of work that the Parish Council has to manage.  Some new councillors joined the council during the year and we have a strong team with the varied range of skills and experience we need for the challenges ahead. 

Reviews from Lead Councillors: 

Planning - Cllrs Christian Lowis, Kate Shilvock, Nigel Ledger

Stratford-on-Avon District Council Core Strategy

During the year SDC have carried out a number of consultations on for example the proposed canal side development and additional sites for development.      Whilst these issues may not directly impact the parish there may be a consequential effect requiring a response to the consultation.    

Planning Applications:

During the year Wilmcote Parish Council has submitted recommendations to Stratford District Council regarding 29 planning applications relating to Wilmcote and Pathlow.  Reponse to planning applications is becoming more complex as these need to be examined against three levels of planning documents: the Governments NPPF, SDC’s Core Strategy and the Parish’s NDP.

Legal - Cllr Christian Lowis

When Wilmcote Parish Council requires legal advice it is available from Warwickshire and West Midlands Association of Local Councils (WALC).  Using WALC helps to ensure that when legal advice is required the advice is provided as cost effectively as possible.     We are looking into whether the New Data Protection laws may affect us.   

Willow Wood Play Area – Cllr Karl McMillan

We are commencing a further upgrade programme including with a new roundabout.  Other repairs to the site and equipment are carried out in accordance with the monthly/annual inspection reports.

Road Safety Issues - Cllr Denise Massey

Wilmcote School

Following a letter from the head teacher at the school expressing concerns for the safety of children following a number of near misses in which children and parents experienced a near miss caused by vehicles mounting the pavement.     After discussions with the school, County Council and local residents a report on the situation was prepared, this identified three proposals to improve the situation. These proposals are being progressed and implemented. 
Speed control – Cllr Denise Massey

We continue to progress involvement in a Community Speed-watch scheme; a leaflet was recently circulated to all residents seeking anyone interested to be involved.  Various parish councils have been contacted to see if they are interested to join forces.      We have been working with the police on the use of a speed-gun and training in its use has been completed.    A team of volunteers will now be deploying the speed-gun in the village.
Crime Prevention – Cllr Denise Massey

SDC provided a property marker kit to enable residents to visibly mark their property so that it will be easily recognisable if it is stolen.  A marker kit is available to borrow from the village store or Cllr. Massey.
Defibrillators – Cllr Louise Stewart 

The Wilmcote parish does not have any medical facility, including home-based community first responders, even though it has significant footfall due to leisure and tourism visitors as well as its own population.  The location means that should a serious medical incident occur, ambulance or community first responder response time will be in the region of 15+ minutes. 

In the event of a cardiac arrest, evidence demonstrates that effective oxygenation of the brain needs to be established within the first 5 minutes post cardiac arrest and no longer than 10 minutes. Any delay in initiating cardiopulmonary resuscitation or establishing a normal cardiac rhythm significantly reduces the chances of a successful resuscitation. 

The nearest automated external defibrillators to Wilmcote and Pathlow are located in Stratford-upon-Avon, at least 2 miles away.  Locating 2 defibrillators in the village will support pre-hospital care to residents and visitors in the event of a cardiac arrest. 

The Parish Council subsequently have purchased and installed 2 of AEDs within the parish (one outside the village shop and one outside the Training Shed Pathlow).  

A training session was held, with a number of residents turning up to learn more about resuscitation and use of the defibrillators.
Parish Emergency Plan – Cllr Louise Stewart 

The parish emergency plan exists to provide clarity around how the parish responds to a major incident.   This plan has been reviewed and someone attended from the emergency planning and resilience team to provide an update on requirements for the local plan. This has been updated as a result, along with plans to update the contents of the emergency box.
County and District Councillors’ reports:


County Cllr. Cargill mentioned the meeting he had with Cllr. 

Ray recently in connection with creating a safety zone 


outside the school. Various proposals are still being 


investigated.


Cllr. Cargill reported that council tax bills have now been 


delivered showing various increases to services. The Police & 

Crime Commissioner has set his precept at £12.00 for a 


Band D property but this does mean the number of 


officers can be retained.  Cllr. Cargill also brought to the 


Council’s attention the various training sessions that are 


currently running – Green Belt training on 19th July, Code of 

Conduct tomorrow, Child Sexual Exploitation on 24th May.



Cllr. Cargill also mentioned that begging is big problem 


nationwide. There are professional beggars in the area as 


well as some who are genuine It is recommended not to give 

money directly to the beggars but to give it to the 



organisations who support them.  Stratford Council does 


carry out individual investigations with the homeless on our 

streets and if they have been made homeless there are 


facilities and accommodation in available to help them.

District Cllr. Lawton had sent apologies for this meeting as he was attending the West Area Planning Committee meeting but anticipated being able to attend the ordinary parish council meeting at some point.

The Chairman thanked Cllr. Cargill for attending and providing his report. 

Issues of particular local importance:



No issues were raised.

Other Matters raised by an Elector of the Parish:



No matters were raised and Cllr. Ray declared 



the meeting closed at 7.55 p.m.  
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